
WMLL Board of Directors’ Minutes 
March 16, 2002 
 
Present:  Dalporto, Holt, James, King, Lubarsky, Metcalf, Miller, Mueller, Peters, 
Roughen, Smith, Tomczak, Traas 
Absent:   Battista, Martin 
 
1.  Dalporto reported on softball registrations.  Based upon his recommendations the 
Board approved the creation of 3 Major, 2 Junior and 2 Senior league teams.  The roster 
sizes for all teams will be a maximum of 15 and the leagues will combine with Fitchrona 
for interleague play.  If Fitchrona does not have enough teams at the Junior and Senior 
levels than there will be 4 teams for the WMLL Junior / Senior league -- a waiver will 
then be sought from the national headquarters in order for the 15 year olds to play with 
13 year olds.  The 3-16 year olds that registered cannot play because of a lack of numbers 
and their money will be refunded and Dalporto will contact Kennedy Little League to 
pursue openings for play in their league.  MMSD will charge WMLL $1267 for the use 
of Jefferson fields three nights a week which is a considerable reduction in the costs from 
last year.  Dalporto’s coaching recommendations (Major - Rick Dalporto, Duane Eckerty, 
Sue Loch of John Ipsen; Junior / Senior - Mike Metcalf / Mike Hughes, Arlan 
Brannstrom, Mary Schneider and Jane Anderson-Goldsworthy) were acceptable to the 
Board.  Mary Schneider, a teacher from Jefferson, has started a softball club which will 
provide girls with practice opportunities after school and help promote softball in the 
area.  A pitching clinic will be held on May 11th.  The request by Marv Johnson for his 
twelve year old daughter, Lex, to play in the Junior / Senior league because of her skill 
proficiency was denied because the national rules do not provide for the opportunity for 
12 year olds to play in these leagues. 
 
2.  Traas reviewed the registration numbers for baseball.  Based upon a previously 
adopted policy which set roster sizes at 13 players in order to provide for more playing 
time for individuals and the number of currently registered players, the Board established 
an 8 team Atlantic league, a 10 team Pacific league, an 8 team Central league, a 10 team 
Major league, an 11 team Badger league and an 8 team Senior league.  Traas will 
maintain a 5 person waiting list for each league.  These 2002 team numbers compared to 
2001 team numbers show a decrease of 1 team in the Pacific league and an increase of 1 
team in the Badger league.  Approximately 722 baseball players and 81 softball players 
are registered to date.  Smith and Traas proposed and the Board adopted a plan for next 
year  to have in-person registration two weeks prior to the registration deadline in order 
to streamline the process.  The request by Mary Kamp to allow her 10 year old son to 
play in the Atlantic league was denied because the Board felt that skill variation in the 
Pacific league already accommodated her concerns. 
 
3.  Lubarsky’s coaching recommendations for the Atlantic league (Addamo / O’Keefe, 
Lenoch / Cook,  Luciani / Cullinane, Cronin / Hanna, James / Coluccy, Riese / Johnson, 
Umberger / Reindl and Everard / 
McCarthy) which attempted to have representation from the elementary schools in the 
West and Memorial areas was accepted by the Board without revision.  Miller’s coaching 



recommendations for the Pacific league (Miller / Dean, Blythe / Wolfe, Cook, Wade, 
Moss / Haen, Onofrey / Launder, Dollard / Curtis, Balczewski / Jerzewski, Anderson-
Goldsworthy and Greene) were adopted as submitted.  Roughen will attempt to find 
another coach for the additional team added by the Board due to the large registration in 
the 13 through 16 age categories.  Mueller indicated that there was a lack of volunteers 
for the Senior league coaching vacancies and the Board had some reservations about 
several individuals who wished to be considered.  The Board, after some discussion, 
approved these recommendations (Lange / Aebly, Hughes, Chitwood, Nye / Nye, Bill 
Battista / Bob Battista, and Johnson).  Mueller will seek to pair Metcalf / Lipp / Moon for 
one team and get Relles or Mowris / Woodward / Femal for the other team. 
 
4.  Peters passed out proposed coaching evaluation forms which will be considered along 
with the possible purchase of practice manuals for all coaches at the next meeting.  
Mueller drew Board notice to the revised WMLL Constitution which will be considered 
at the next meeting and which must be forwarded to the national headquarters along with 
a WMLL boundary map. 
 
5.  Holt discussed various aspects of facility renovation and maintenance.  He compared 
the costs and services of Barnes and Maple Leaf in regard to mowing and fertilization.  
Based upon his recommendation the Board authorized Mueller to sign a contract for the 
2002 season with Maple Leaf Lawn Service.  The construction of the Davidson memorial 
pavilion has to be postponed to August, 2002.  Holt will arrange for the erection of the 
Senior league foul poles at the April cleanup day as well as have the helmet racks put up.  
Miller will work with Nye to seek bids for the fencing extension already approved for the 
minor field.  Mueller will request Nye to reverse the practice mound outside the Senior 
league third base dugout to improve safety concerns. 
 
6.  Updates:  Mueller indicated that 1 - 10 year old team, 2 - 11 year old teams, 2 - 12 
year old teams in baseball and an U16 team in softball have been registered for the Sun 
Prairie tournament in July.  Mueller requested that the league coordinators determine 
which coaches must attend the mandatory April 6th Edgewood clinic and report the 
numbers to him by April 2nd -- either by email or phone.  James indicated that the  April 
13th skills session plans were progressing well.  Lubarsky reported that 93 individuals are 
seeking to be umpires in the various leagues.  He stated that Thom and Ruhle could not 
give an umpiring clinic for WMLL because of lack of time, so he will contact several 
other umpires to determine their availability to do a clinic.  The umpiring pay scale for 
last season was $20 - Senior, $15 - Badger, $12 - Major, $10 - Central and $8 Atlantic 
and Pacific.  The Board felt that this seemed to be appropriate for this season as well with 
the addition of $1 @ game for each individual who attended an umpiring clinic.  Mueller 
stated that, after checking with the district administrator, players could wear their 
uniforms to sell programs or concessions for Mallard games and there appeared to be no 
insurance considerations.  James will propose at the next Board meeting a policy for 
player fee rebate in return for Mallard work.  Tomczak presented a financial update, 
stating that the league had adequate monies with no substantial bills at this point.  At his 
request the Board authorized $1000 for concession stand seed money for the upcoming 



season.  Miller asked that league coordinators give their schedules to Jim Nye so that he 
could establish a reasonable concession stand work schedule. 
 
7.  Next meeting set for April 6th at 8:00 a.m. in the downstair’s meeting area of 
Schwoeglers. 
 
Baseball Operations Committee Minutes 
 
1.  Minor modifications to the local softball rules were approved - Traas will put them 
online. 
 
2.  Discussion took place about the draft procedures for all leagues.  The Atlantic, Pacific, 
Central, Major and Badger leagues will use the same format as the 2001 season.  Softball 
leagues will draft from ranked player lists i.e.  the three major league teams will draft in 
the first round from the players ranked 1 to 3 and so on.  If a player who is drafted is also 
a “buddy” of another player, the coach automatically drafts that player as well.  The 
Senior league will draft in reverse order to the team’s league finish last year.  The draft 
will be for 14 year olds first, then 15 and 16 year olds.  Each team  must draft 2 - 14 year 
olds.  All returning 15 and 16 year olds will play on their 2001 team.  All teams will have 
to draft until they have 13 players. 
 
**Note:  Battista, Martin, Peters, Smith and Traas need to complete their new volunteer 
application forms. 
 


