
WMLL Board Minutes, 2/8/04
 

Present: Battista, Beld, Chitwood, Eckerty, Horton, James, King, Lubarsky, Metcalf, Miller, Nye, 
Oliver, Peters, Smith, Tomczak; Absent: Holt, Metcalf, Mueller, Nye 

 
1) Approval of Minutes of January minutes moved (Battista), seconded (Peters) passed 

unanimously. 
2) Recycling.  Parent Torril Holm presented a plan to recycle drink bottles and cans.  She 

identified suppliers and costs for receptacles and other supplies.  Waste Management, who 
handles WMLL’s trash collection is not willing to take on the recycling, but the city of 
Madison would pick up recyclables in clear plastic bags each Wednesday.  Holm will arrange a 
sufficient number of containers at a cost of about $9. each, arrange for the purchase of clear 
plastic bags, and be reimbursed by WMLL.  Her husband will cut proper size round holes in 
the tops.  Total cost of all supplies is likely to be less than $350.  The Board expressed its 
gratitude to Holm for work on this issue.   

3) Treasurer’s report.  Tomczak reported a current balance of $21,700.  He will pay the balance of 
the Watts bill ($3500) and hold off for a while on the balance of the property taxes.  Related to 
the Watts bill, discussion turned to the grading on the Senior Field 3rd base foul line.  Miller 
stated that Watts had performed work requested of them, but that we should look into some re-
grading so that sloping begins further in to foul territory.  In the spring the facilities/grounds 
committee will meet with Watts to discuss the feasibility.   

4) Taxes.  Income and personal property tax mailings have been received.  Tomczak will file 
personal property tax forms, and work with accountant Ken Klinzing in preparation of income 
tax forms. 

5) Registration update.  The registration packet was mailed to past baseball registrants on January 
21, with softball forms going out a few days later.  Eckerty is handling softball registration this 
year.  In person registration, coordinated by Smith, will be at Schwoeglers Feb. 21, 9-noon.  
Miller will verify with Nye that space will be made available.  Lubarsky will see that 
announcement of in-person registration appears in the newspapers’ recreation calendar.  Oliver 
reported that 121 baseball registrations had been received, a similar number to last year at the 
same date. 

6) Recruitment & advertising report.  Lubarsky placed Madison newspapers ad, and also 
distributed flyers to elementary schools.  He and Beld will follow-up with another round of 
contacts with Phy. Ed. Teachers and Boys and Girls Club staff.  Smith and King will undertake 
recruiting in low income areas similar to last year.  Eckerty has distributed softball literature 
and posters in schools.  Battista described the TV advertising plan put together by a local video 
production company with ties to the Sun Prairie Little League.  Due to a reduced rate offered 
by Charter Media, 400 spots will air for a total cost of about $3000.  District 4’s contribution is 
$500, and individual leagues are contributing in accordance to their size (WMLL’s 
contribution will be about $500).  Battista has set up a website to which viewers will be 
directed.  That website will have contact information for all the leagues. 

7) Sponsorship/fundraising.  Smith updated golf outing plans.  Each board member is responsible 
for obtaining a silent auction item valued at $100. or more.  Beld volunteered to coordinate the 
silent auction; Peters to be responsible for recruiting hole sponsors; and Miller to be onsite, 
non-playing program coordinator.  Esther Sweeney (347-4522) has volunteered to help on-site 
at the outing.  King reported 6 new sponsorships and 3 renewals.  In total there have been 
contacts with 30 existing but nonpaid-up sponsors.  As noted above 3 have renewed, 6 have 
declined and the others are pending.  King emphasized that its time to complete the calls on 
nonpaid-up sponsors. 

8) Umpires.  Horton said the coordinators will be Jeremy Lang on the Senior Field, Chris 
Brigham on the Major Field, and Jamie Traas on the Minor Field.   Coordinators will ump on 
the fields they coordinate, but be paid at the rate appropriate to their ages.  Basic ump pay rates 



will be the same as last year.  Older umps will be encouraged to attend district sponsored 
training sessions.  WMLL will pay their costs for the sessions. 

9) District Tournament.  Battista presented a proposal that WMLL host one bracket of the 12 year 
old District 4 tournament July 14-18.  He presented a schedule to account for Central and 
Major inhouse tournaments and World Series.  Both he and Peters feel certain that hosting the 
tournament will not negatively affect Central or Major League play.  Moved (Battista), 
seconded (Oliver) that WMLL submit an application to host the 12 year old District 
tournament.  Passed unanimously.  (Note: WMLL’s ability to host comes because the District 
has moved back the tournament dates by about a week, something which Battista has been 
pushing for several years) 

10) League Coordinator reports.  Miller distributed information on several coaching volunteers.  
Central and Badger Leagues are likely to use these volunteers.  Chitwood distributed a list of 
perspective Badger League coaches.   

11) District Meeting review.  Several items from the District meeting including TV advertising and 
tournament dates previously discussed.  Battista summarized new rules including: bats must be 
labeled LL baseball/softball approved; 6 approved helmets (7 for Jr. and Sr. league) required; 
adult coach required in dugout; tournament team players may not participate in other baseball 
programs while active in tournament; LL coaches may not coach in other programs unless a 
waiver obtained.  These rules particularly important at national tournament time. 

12) Next meeting.  Due to schedule conflicts for two league coordinators, March meeting moved to 
Monday March 8, 6:30pm at Queen of Peace. 


